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Summary

Background

The Falkland Islands support regionally and globally important seabird populations. Numeri-
cally, they can influence the global conservation status of individual species, and their abun-
dance makes them important components of local marine and coastal terrestrial ecosystems,
as well as a celebrated part of the Islands’ identity. Falklands Conservation set up the Falkland
Islands Seabird Monitoring Programme (FISMP) in 1989, to monitor populations of several
important seabird species in the Falkland Islands. The current report details the results from
the 2025/2026 season, updates the long-term trends of individual species, and discusses as-

sociated threats and conservation actions.

Key results

Season 2025/2026
The 2025/26 season was poor for most monitored species (Table S1). Highly Pathogenic Avian
Influenza (HPAI H5N1) virus, now endemic in the Falkland Islands, affected predominantly

gentoo penguins, which experienced large-scale lethal outbreaks at numerous colonies.

Table S1 Species-specific changes in breeding pair and breeding success metrics at FISMP sites.

Species 2025/26 vs 2024/25 2025/26 vs annual average
Breeding Breeding success Breeding Breeding success
pair metrics metrics pair metrics metrics

Black-browed albatross = NE N2 N
Falkland skua ™ ™

Gentoo penguin NE \ N N
Imperial shag NE A

King penguin J ™
Magellanic penguin NE NE

Southern giant petrel N2 N J N
Southern rockhopper penguin N = NE ™

Increasing “*= breeding measure is clearly increasing; Stable-increasing /1 = breeding measure is either stable
or possibly increasing; Stable = = breeding measure is (fluctuating but) stable; Stable-decreasing N = breeding
measure is either stable or possibly decreasing; Decreasing |, = breeding measure is clearly decreasing.

Long-term trends
Currently, the estimated long-term trends (modelled for species with more than 10 years of
data) mainly suggest (fluctuating) stable or increasing populations for monitored seabirds,

although several species have been experiencing a downturn in trend trajectories (Table S2).




Most notably, gentoo and southern rockhopper penguins have now declined for over a dec-
ade, reaching some of their lowest recorded population indices, and black-browed alba-
trosses have also shifted from two decades of growth into decline. Longer-term declines in
the breeding success of black-browed albatross, southern rockhopper penguins, and southern
giant petrels appear to have stabilised at a reduced level at monitored sites, although with

potential early signs of recovery for the latter two species.

Table S2 Long-term trends in species-specific breeding pair and breeding success metrics.

Species Longer term (>10 years) Last 10 years
Breeding Breeding success Breeding Breeding success
pair metrics metrics pair metrics metrics

Black-browed albatross* A N N

Falkland skua ™

Gentoo penguin* NA A

Imperial shag* A

King penguin* ™ ™

Magellanic penguin* N%

Southern giant petrel* ™ N A

Southern rockhopper penguin* N N A
Increasing ‘I = breeding measure is clearly increasing; Stable-increasing /1 = breeding measure is either stable
or possibly increasing; = breeding measure is (fluctuating but) stable; Stable-decreasing \

= breeding measure is either stable or possibly decreasing; Decreasing |, = breeding measure is clearly decreas-
ing. *Based on modelled trend lines fitted using Generalised Additive (Mixed) Models (GA(M)M).

In Focus

Evidence of decline in one of Falklands” most abundant seabirds

This season, Falklands Conservation also worked with Dr Ewan Wakefield and volunteers to
census the breeding population of slender-billed prion (Pachyptila belcheri) on FC-owned
New Island. The Falkland Islands represent a global stronghold for this species, and New Island
has been regarded as the single largest island colony, following an assessment made in
2001/2002. However, the census was prompted by anecdotal observations that the colony

had undergone declines. See p. 38 for more information.

Smaller World, Greater Stakes: Genomics and the Conservation of Falkland Islands’ Seabirds
Three of the Falkland Islands' seabirds are under review for taxonomic reclassification, with
the southern rockhopper penguin already confirmed as a full species as of October 2026. Be-

yond a change in name, these taxonomic reclassifications have important practical implica-

tions. They alter estimates of global population size and distribution, can influence conserva-




tion assessments, and change our understanding of their vulnerability. Under these reclassi-
fications, the Falkland Islands hold a substantially larger share of much smaller global popu-
lations. The FISMP's role in tracking long-term trends and understanding what drives change

in these populations becomes correspondingly more critical. See p. 39 for more information.

Seabird outlook and conservation

Most seabirds breeding in the Falkland Islands are listed as Least Concern on the IUCN Red
List, although several are identified as declining globally. FISMP data show natural cycles of
decline and recovery in some species, and others may yet exhibit similar larger-scale oscillat-
ing trends with longer monitoring, highlighting the importance of understanding such long-
term patterns to identify genuine circumstances for conservation concern. The available data
suggest that some species are potentially entering new territory. With the climate crisis in-
creasingly affecting seabirds globally, such as through reduced food availability, disease and
extreme weather, it remains uncertain whether current declines represent temporary fluctu-
ations or mark the start of longer-term shifts with implications for their global conservation

status.

Many climate-driven threats cannot easily be mitigated, but some pressures can be reduced.
Prioritising ecosystem-based fisheries management and avoiding impacts on inshore areas
could help maintain food availability, while fire contingency planning could reduce wildfire
impacts at colonies. Population resilience is also being strengthened through predator re-
moval, disturbance reduction, habitat improvement and biosecurity measures. Alongside
these critical measures, the long-term outlook for seabirds is likely to also strongly depend on

climate mitigation, including decarbonisation, protecting carbon- and species-rich habitats,

and restoring carbon sinks.
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Introduction

The Falkland Islands support significant seabird populations, including those of global im-

portance, both numerically and in terms of their conservation status. These include:

An estimated 72% of the global population of black-browed albatross (Thalassarche
melanophris) (IUCN Red Listed as Least Concern, BirdLife International 2018a);

An estimated 36—70% of the world’s population of brown skua (Stercorarius antarcti-
cus') (Woods & Woods 1997) (IUCN Red Listed as Least Concern, BirdLife International
2018b);

An estimated 30% of the world’s population of gentoo penguin (Pygoscelis papua?)
(IUCN Red Listed as Least Concern, BirdLife International 2020a);

An estimated 43% of the global population of southern giant petrel (Macronectes gi-
ganteus) (IUCN Red Listed as Least Concern, BirdLife International 2018c); and

An estimated 36% of the world’s population of southern rockhopper penguin (Eudyp-

tes c. chrysocome) (IUCN Red Listed as Vulnerable, BirdLife International 2020b3).

Trends in Falkland Islands populations are likely to affect the global conservation status of

these species. In addition, seabirds play crucial roles in regulating ecosystems such as by act-

ing as higher predators (Brooke 2004, Cury et al. 2011) and driving nutrient cycling between

terrestrial and marine ecosystems (Otero et al. 2018). Their sensitivity to changes in food

availability, pollution and other environmental factors makes seabirds useful indicators of the

overall health of the marine environment (Cairns 1987, Velarde et al. 2019). Monitoring sea-

bird populations in the Falkland Islands is therefore important both in terms of their conser-

vation and management, and more generally as a tool to detect changes in the marine envi-

ronment.

! The taxonomic grouping of the Falkland skua is currently under dispute (Jorquera et al. 2025); a revision would affect re-
ported values.

2 The taxonomic grouping of the gentoo penguin is currently under dispute (Noll et al. 2026); a revision would affect reported

values.

3 The sub-species Eudyptes c. chrysocome will receive full-species status as of October 2026 (Lois et al. 2020), which will affect
these values.




Falklands Conservation initiated the Falkland Islands Seabird Monitoring Programme (FISMP)
in 1989. Its initial purpose was to monitor the diet and population dynamics of gentoo pen-
guin, Magellanic penguin (Spheniscus magellanicus), southern rockhopper penguin, and
black-browed albatross. Diet sampling was discontinued in 2003. Since then, annual popula-
tion monitoring has continued, with some changes to the original format, such as the addition
and loss of monitoring sites and species. Key changes to the FISMP and associated analyses
since 2021 are listed in Appendix 1, and a summary of the current programme is provided in

Table 1.

Today, the FISMP provides an important long-term dataset on population trends and breed-
ing success across a diverse array of species, portraying a wide range of ecological traits and
breeding behaviours, and contributes significantly to fulfilling Falkland Islands Government
(FIG) seabird monitoring commitments under the Agreement on the Conservation of Alba-
trosses and Petrels (ACAP) and FIG management plans. The data generated by FISMP serve as
a cornerstone for understanding seabird population health, contribute to IUCN Red List eval-

uations, support research on species responses to environmental factors and human-induced

stressors, and help identify key conservation priorities.




Table 1 Summary of the FISMP species, survey effort and survey coverage of the estimated national breeding populations. See Appendix 2 for

details.

Species

IUCN Status

Annual survey effort

Percentage of national estimate

Large procellariiformes

Black-browed albatross
(Thalassarche melanophris)

Southern giant petrel
(Macronectes giganteus)

Least Concern °

Least Concern ®

2 sites (7 colonies)
+ data provided from Dunbar

2 sites (5—6 colonies)

+ data provided from Bleaker Is.

~1% of ca. 550,400 pairs. Includes Steeple Jason Island, which is the
most important breeding site globally and holds ca. 39% of the na-
tional population?®

~9% of ca. 20,970 pairs®

Penguins

Gentoo penguin
(Pygoscelis papua)

King penguin
(Aptenodytes patagonicus)

Magellanic penguin
(Spheniscus magellanicus)

Southern rockhopper penguin
(Eudyptes c. chrysocome)

Least Concern®

Least Concern ¢

Least Concern €

Vulnerable f

13 sites (20 colonies)

+ data provided from Bleaker Is.

1 site (1 colony)

1 site (1 colony)

5 sites (11 colonies)

+ data provided from Bleaker Is.

~18% of ca. 132,000 pairs®

>95% of ca. 1,500 pairs*

<1% of ca. 76,000—142,000 pairs?

~2.6% of ca. 319,000 pairs. Includes Steeple Jason Island, which holds
ca. 38% of the national population®

Cormorants and shags

Imperial shag
(Leucocarbo atriceps)

Least Concern 9

3 sites (3 colonies)

1-2% of ca. 45,000-85,000 pairs?

Skuas

Falkland skua
(Stercorarius antarcticus antarcti-
cus)

Least Concern "

1 site (multiple colonies)

3-5% of ca. 5,000-9,000 pairs?

Burrowing petrels




Sooty shearwater* Near Threatened ' 4 sites (4 colonies) ~92% of estimated average of ca. 190,000 pairs’?
(Ardenna grisea)

White-chinned petrel* Vulnerable * 4 sites (4 colonies) >99% of estimated average of ca. 800 pairs at known breeding sites®®
(Procellaria aequinoctialis)

IUCN Red List sources: ?BirdLife International 2018a; BirdLife International 2018c; °BirdLife International 2020a; YBirdLife International 2020c; ®BirdLife International 2020d;
fBirdLife International 2020b; #BirdLife International 2018d; "BirdLife International 2018b; BirdLife International 2019; *BirdLife International 2018e. National estimate
sources: 'Crofts 2020; 2Woods & Woods 1997; 3Baylis et al. 2013a; “Pistorius et al. 2012; >Stanworth & Crofts 2017; ®Baylis et al. 2013b; “Clark et al. 2019; ®Kuepfer et al.
2024, 2025; °Reid et al. 2007. *These species are not monitored annually, see Kuepfer et al. (2024, 2025) for details.




Methods

Within this report, breeding seasons are referred to by the year in which they commenced,
e.g. 2025 describes the 2025/2026 austral summer breeding period. A ‘site’ refers to a named
geographical area, such as a settlement, farm or island, and this may support more than one
colony, e.g. Race Point ‘site’ has gentoo penguin colonies at Rookery Sands and Fanning Har-
bour. A ‘colony’ refers to a group or groups (sub-colonies) of birds in close proximity, typically

within 50—100 m, and/or with shared or proximate access from the sea.

Data collection of breeding seabirds

Monitoring sites are shown in Figure 1, with individual colonies and count dates listed in Table
2 and Appendix 2. GPS locations of monitored colonies — taken where possible due south of
the approximate centres, 5m from the colony edge — are listed in Appendix 3. Most of the
monitoring is carried out by Falklands Conservation under FIG Research Licences (R23/2023

and R22/2023). Additional data are kindly provided by various contributors (Table 2).

Steeple Jason
(BBA, SGP, GEN, SRP, SKU)

Ox

.\

Dunbar* (BBA) Johnson’s Harbour
B..) (GEN, KIN*)
New Island -
(BBA*, SGP, GEN, WCP)

&

Stanley
(MAG, GEN, SSW, WCP)

2% J Pleasant Roads (GEN)
h Bertha’s Beach & Fox Point (GEN)
Dyke Island, . b.. | a
(SGP) A ’ 5 - 3 * Motley Point (GEN, IMS)
Port Stephens 5 N “ % ,@

Bleaker Island*
(SGP, GEN, SRP)

- Sea Lion Island
(GEN, SRP)

(GEN, SRP)

‘;‘Bull Point
(GEN)

Figure 1 Map of the FISMP monitoring sites. Asterisks* indicate sites where data are provided
by contributors. BBA = Black-browed albatross; GEN = Gentoo penguin; IMS = Imperial shag;
KIN = King penguin; MAG = Magellanic penguin; SGP = Southern giant petrel; SKU = Falkland
skua; SRP = Southern rockhopper penguin; SSW = Sooty shearwater; WCP = White-chinned
petrel.

S




Table 2 Species-specific monitoring details for 2025/2026. AON = Apparently Occupied Nests; PFC = Pre-Fledged Chicks; AOT = Apparently Oc-
cupied Territories; AOB = Apparently Occupied Burrows. "Chicks" refers to counts made during early chick-rearing, while PFC (pre-fledged chicks)
refers to counts made during mid to late chick-rearing. Further details are provided in Appendix 2.

Species Monitored sites and colonies (in brackets) Count units Date
Black-browed albatross Steeple Jason Island (NW Flat, Penthouse, S5 Tip, Study Site, S5 Fin- AON 31/10/2025 -06/11/2025
ger) PFC 07/03/2026 — 08/03/2026
New Island (PC Demo, Bowl)?! AON October 2025
PFC February 2026
Dunbar (Penguin Point South)? Chicks 20/01/2026
Falkland skua Steeple Jason Island AOT 09/01/2026 —10/01/2026
Gentoo penguin Johnson’s Harbour (Volunteer Green, Cow Bay, Lagoon Sands) AON 24/10/2025-17/11/2025
Race Point (Fanning Harbour, Rookery Sands) PFC 03/01/2026 —30/01/2026
Sea Lion Island
New Haven

Bull Point area (Bull Point, Bull Roads)

Walker Creek (Motley Point, Low Bay)

Fitzroy (Bertha's Beach, Fox Point, Pleasant Road)
Steeple Jason Island (House, Neck)

Yorke Bay
New Island (South, North, House)
Bleaker Island? AON 01/11/2025
Imperial shag Walker Creek (Motley Point) AON* 04/01/2026 — 25/01/2026

Berkeley Sound (Eagle Hill and Rugged Hill)
Race Point (Fanning Head South)

King penguin Volunteer Green* PFC 15/10/2025

Magellanic penguin Gypsy Cove AOB 16/12/2025

Southern giant petrel Steeple Jason Island (Neck, House, S of Ridge West) AON 23/10/2025 -31/10/2025
New Island (Airstrip) PFC 24/02/2026 — 08/03/2026
Bleaker Island? Chicks 23/02/2026 — 01/03/2026

Southern rockhopper penguin  Steeple Jason Island (NW Flat, S5 Tip, Study Site, S5 Finger) AON 31/10/2025 -10/11/2025




Sea Lion Island

Race Point (Fanning Head North, Fanning Head South)
Berkeley Sound (Diamond Cove, Rugged Hill, Eagle Hill)
Port Stephens (Stephen’s Peak)

PFC 04/01/2026 — 20/01/2026

Bleaker Island? AON 25/11/2025

Data kindly provided for inclusion by contributors this season: 'Paulo Catry; 2Marie-Paul Guillaumot; 3Nick Rendell; “Derek Pettersson.




Apparently Occupied Nests (AON) and Pre-Fledged Chicks (PFC)

For black-browed albatrosses, gentoo penguins, southern giant petrels and southern rock-
hopper penguins, Apparently Occupied Nests (AON) are counted during the egg incubation
period, and used as an estimate of breeding pair numbers (Table 2). In addition, Pre-Fledged
Chicks (PFC) are counted during mid to late chick-rearing (Table 2). AON and PFC counts are

used to calculate breeding success (BS) (see Data Analysis section).

For imperial shags (Leucocarbo atriceps), AON is counted in January, given the asynchronous
breeding behaviour of this species. PFC counts are not conducted for this species as this would

cause excessive disturbance.

For king penguins (Aptenodytes patagonicus), where the breeding cycle extends over a year
and consequently is not synchronised to summer breeding as with the other species, the unit
of measure used is PFC that have survived the winter, with counts conducted between mid-

September and mid-October (Table 2).
Counting methods applied

The AON and PFC counts made by Falklands Conservation are conducted from aerial drone
images (model DJI Mavic 3 Pro) whenever possible. If conditions are unsuitable, counts are
obtained using aerial images from a GoPro mounted on a 5-m pole and/or ground counts. The
various methods, or combination of methods, employed for each colony are presented in Ap-

pendix 2.

Aerial images are downloaded and stitched into an orthomosaic, automatically using
WebODM whenever possible or manually where required, then counted using Imagel or
DotDotGoose software. These drone and GoPro counts are repeated a minimum of four times

using at least two counters whenever possible, and the average taken.

Ground counts are made by eye, where possible at least three times by two or more observers
using tally counters, and the average taken (referred to as 'Tally repeated'). In some instances,
count unit numbers are so small that they can confidently be counted without error on a

single occasion (referred to as 'Tally agreed').




Comparison of differing counting methods

Whenever possible, count data for the same colony are collected using two or more of the
methods for future comparative work. For the purpose of this report, where multiple count-
ing methods exist for the same colony, and both methods are considered equally suitable for
the colony condition encountered, the data used for analyses are those from the count

method that exhibits the greatest consistency between repeat counts.

Apparently Occupied Territories (AOT)

For breeding Falkland skuas, which are later nesting and easily disturbed, the count unit used
is Apparently Occupied Territories (AOT), classified as an adult with egg/s and / or chick/s
observed, or seen sitting tightly on a nest, and assumed to be incubating/brooding. AOT

counts are conducted in January (Table 2).

Apparently Occupied Burrows

As Magellanic penguins in the Falkland Islands nest in burrows, population trends for this
species are based on the rate (%) of Apparently Occupied Burrows at an annually monitored
site (Gypsy Cove) during chick-rearing (December). Monitoring involves a series of 4-m wide
transects at ca. 100-m intervals, spanning an area of approximately 0.164 km? of coastal hab-
itat from Engineer Point to the car park at Yorke Bay. Transects start at the shoreline and run
inland, perpendicular to the shoreline, extending 40 m beyond the last burrow recorded
where terrain permits. GPS locations are taken for the start and end points of each transect
and the last burrow found. Burrows within transects are categorised as either ‘occupied’, ‘un-
occupied’ or ‘unknown’ if it is not possible to determine occupancy. Burrow density is calcu-
lated as the number of burrows per square metre of surveyed area. To assess habitat prefer-
ence associated with burrow density, a series of habitat characteristics are recorded within
10-m sections along transects, including vegetation type, vegetation cover, soil moisture and

the presence of sooty shearwater burrows.

Environmental information
At each colony, a range of visible environmental and anthropogenic factors are recorded that
have the potential to influence population health. This includes evidence of weather-related

stressors, disease, disturbance, predation, oiling of seabirds, and presence and impacts of

marine debris.




Data analysis
Data are analysed using R statistical software (R Core Team 2026). Repeat counts of AON, PFC

and AOT are averaged by species and colony (mean * standard deviation). Breeding success
(BS) is calculated as BS = % (i.e. the number of Pre-Fledged Chicks per number Apparently

Occupied Nests).

For species with >10 years of data, models are fitted to estimate long-term trends (AON and
BS of black-browed albatross, gentoo penguin, southern giant petrel and southern rockhop-
per; AON of imperial shag, Occupancy of Magellanic penguin; PFC of king penguin). For this
purpose, current counts are combined with historic counts available from the FISMP and (for
rockhopper and gentoo penguins) additional sites from across the Falkland Islands. Apart
from Magellanic penguins, colonies with an average population size of <150 breeding pairs
are discarded to reduce the influence of smaller population size stochastic fluctuations ob-
scuring the overall trends. Breeding population indices are generated by mean-centring the
AON counts of each colony. This involves subtracting each colony’s mean AON counts (calcu-
lated across years) from the individual annual count and dividing by that colony’s standard

deviation. Occupancy data are logit-transformed.

To assess trends across years, a series of Generalised Additive (Mixed) Models (GAMs,
GAMMIs) are fitted using the mgcv package (Wood 2017). The response variables are assumed
to have either a Gaussian or a Poisson distribution. To capture the non-linear relationship
between the response variables and season, cubic regression or thin-plate regression spline
functions are used. Where more than one colony is included in the model, colonies are de-
fined as a random effect to account for autocorrelation of individual counts within colonies.

The fitted models can be expressed as follows:

Standardised breeding pop. index ~ s(Year) + (1| colony), family = gaussian;
Breeding success ~ s(Year) + (1| colony), family = gaussian;
Logit-transformed occupancy ~ s(Year), family = gaussian;

Pre-fledged chicks ~ s(Year), family = poisson.

10




Results

Breeding seabirds
Here we grouped site-based results broadly geographically for ease of presentation. Long-

term trends are generally described as one of the following:

e Increasing — the breeding measure is increasing beyond confidence intervals.

o Stable-increasing — the breeding measure is either stable or possibly increasing.
o Stable —the breeding measure is stable.

o Stable-decreasing — the breeding measure is either stable or possibly decreasing.

« Decreasing — the breeding measure is decreasing beyond confidence intervals.
Site-specific counts can be requested from Falklands Conservation.

Black-browed albatross

This season: Black-browed albatross breeding pair counts at FISMP sites showed mixed re-
sults but were on average similar to last season, but 10% below the annual average (Figure
2). For the first time in a few years, the Finger colony at Steeple Jason did not decline further,

although numbers remain at 15% below the annual average (Figure 2).

Compared to the previous season, breeding success was lower at Steeple Jason (0.32 vs 0.39)
but higher at New Island (0.63 vs 0.53) (Figure 3). The Penthouse colony experienced com-
plete breeding failure for another consecutive season, and the Blob colony also nearly com-
pletely failed (0.07) (Figure 3). We found most nests at the Blob had failed by January with
very few carcasses but an unusually high number of abandoned eggs, suggesting failures oc-
curred predominantly during incubation rather than chick-rearing. We suspect this may be
linked to heavy rains, as numerous active nests were found to be flooded in November. The

chick count at Dunbar was almost 20% above the annual average (n = 176) (Figure 4).

Long-term trend: The long-term breeding population index for black-browed albatross (New
Island and Steeple Jason combined) shows a positive trend from 2000 to approximately 2018,
followed by a decline in recent seasons to below the long-term average (Figure 5A). At Steeple
Jason alone, where ca. 40% of the Falkland Islands' population breeds, the addition of this
year’s data and an improved model fit show a fluctuating trend with no significant trajectory
over the monitoring period, and with an estimated index that has fallen below the long-term

average (Figure 6A).
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Breeding success has declined since approximately 2014, with recent seasons consistently

below the long-term average and with no clear sign of recovery (Figure 5B, Figure 6B).

Other observations: No HPAI H5N1 (hereafter HPAI) was detected in black-browed albatross

within FISMP colonies; however, an outbreak was confirmed at Beauchéne Island (Gamble

2025).
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Figure 2 Black-browed albatross breeding pair numbers at FISMP sites on Steeple Jason and
New Island. Bars indicate the minimum and maximum values. Dots indicate the annual mean
(black), the current season’s value (blue) and the previous season’s value (grey). The season
range for which data exist is indicated at the top of the panel for each site. Data from New
Island were kindly provided by P. Catry.
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Figure 3 Black-browed albatross estimated breeding success at FISMP sites on Steeple Jason
and New Island. Bars indicate the minimum and maximum values. Dots indicate the annual
mean (black), the current season’s value (red) and the previous season’s value (grey). Data
from New Island were kindly provided by P. Catry.
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Figure 4 Black-browed albatross chick counts at Dunbar. Bars indicate the minimum and max-
imum values. Dots indicate the annual mean (black), the current season’s value (orange) and
the previous season’s value (grey). Data were kindly provided by Dunbar landowners.
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Figure 5 Long-term trends in black-browed albatross breeding pair numbers (A) and breeding
success (B) at FISMP sites on Steeple Jason and New Island, estimated using a Generalised
Additive Mixed Model (GAMM). The smoothed trend line represents the modelled population
trajectory, with shaded areas indicating 95% confidence intervals. The dotted lines represent
the long-term average.
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Figure 6 Long-term trends in black-browed albatross breeding pair numbers (A) and breeding
success (B) at FISMP sites on Steeple Jason only, estimated using a Generalised Additive Mixed
Model (GAMM). The smoothed trend line represents the modelled population trajectory,
with shaded areas indicating 95% confidence intervals. Black points show annual values; yel-
low points indicate census years. The dotted lines represent the long-term average.




Falkland skua
This season: The number of Apparently Occupied Territories of Falkland skua in January

across Steeple Jason Island was 308, the highest since counting started in 2016 (Figure 7).

Other observations: Skuas are routinely found to carry antibodies to HPAI across the Falkland

Islands, as revealed by Dr A. Gamble and her team (A. Gamble, pers. comm.).
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Figure 7 Falkland skua Apparently Occupied Territories at Steeple Jason Island (January
counts). The dashed line represents the overall annual mean.

Gentoo penguin

This season: Breeding pair counts fell further compared to last season at almost all FISMP
sites, and were overall 35% below the annual average. The most substantial declines were
seen in the northeast Falklands, where Volunteer Green (-59%), Lagoon Sands (-53%), and
Yorke Bay (-100%) were all well below their annual averages. The complete failure at Yorke
Bay was attributed to HPAI. Similarly, Walker Creek colonies in the east Falklands showed
steep declines, with Motley Point (-65%) and Low Bay (-68%) both far below their annual av-

erages.

Breeding success at FISMP sites was marginally lower than last season (mean of 0.92 vs 0.93,
respectively) and was 7% below the annual average. The most notable declines were at Yorke
Bay (-100%, due to HPAI), Sea Lion Island (-41%), and the colonies at Race Point (Fanning
Harbour, -33%; Rookery Sands -30%), where an HPAI outbreak was suspected in January. In

contrast, New Island South experienced a very strong season (+60%).
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Long-term trend: The long-term breeding pair index of gentoo penguins shows a fluctuating
but broadly stable trend, with two clear cycles of increase and decline similar to those seen
in rockhopper penguins (Figure 10A, Figure 23A). Following a marked peak around 2011 —
2013, gentoos have experienced a sustained and steep decline. The predicted index suggests
that the population has now dropped to numbers similar to previous lows in the monitoring

period, with no current sign of recovery (Figure 10A).

Breeding success shows a fluctuating-stable trend that ran broadly inversely to breeding pair
numbers up to around 2011, suggesting a density-dependent relationship in earlier years that

appears to have since broken down (Figure 10B).

Other observations: For the second consecutive season, gentoo penguins were the species
affected most heavily by HPAI in the Falklands, with outbreaks recorded predominantly along
the north coast of the Falkland Islands (author pers. obs., FIG pers. comm.), but also at
Beauchéne Island (Gamble 2025). HPAI was confirmed at the following FISMP sites: Cow Bay,
Volunteer Green, Lagoon Sands (Johnson’s Harbour), Yorke Bay (Stanley). HPAI was also sus-
pected at Low Bay (Walker Creek), Fanning Harbour and Rookery Sands (Race Point). Gentoo
penguins also experienced very wet and muddy conditions at several monitored colonies, no-
tably at Bull Roads and Volunteer Green, which further impacted breeding success at these

sites.
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Figure 8 Gentoo penguin breeding pair numbers at FISMP sites and Bleaker Island. Bars indicate the minimum and maximum values. Dots indicate
the annual mean (black), the current season’s value (blue) and the previous season’s value (grey). Data from Bleaker Island were kindly provided
by landowners. Historic data from New Island were kindly provided by P. Quillfeldt.
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Figure 9 Gentoo penguin estimated breeding success at FISMP sites. Bars indicate the minimum and maximum values. Dots indicate the annual
mean (black), the current season’s value (red) and the previous season’s value (grey). Historic data from New Island were kindly provided by P.
Quillfeldt.
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Figure 10 Long-term trends in gentoo penguin breeding population index (A) and breeding
success (B), using data from sites across the Falkland Islands, estimated using a Generalised
Additive Mixed Model (GAMM). The smoothed trend line represents the modelled population
trajectory, with shaded areas indicating 95% confidence intervals. Black points show annual
values. The dotted lines represent the long-term average.




Imperial shag
This season: January counts of imperial shag breeding pairs were higher than their annual
average at Berkeley Sound (+18%) and at Fanning Head (+24%). Whilst breeding birds re-

turned to Motley Point, they remained well below their annual average (-54%) (Figure 11).

Long-term trend: The breeding population index shows a stable long-term trend following an

increase from 2014—-2016 (Figure 11).
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Figure 11 Imperial shag estimated breeding pairs in January at FISMP sites. Bars indicate the
minimum and maximum values. Dots indicate the annual mean (black), the current season’s
value (blue) and the previous season’s value (grey).
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Figure 12 Long-term trend in imperial shag breeding population index (January counts) across
FISMP sites at Berkeley Sound, Race Point, Steeple Jason and Walker Creek, estimated using
a Generalised Additive Mixed Model (GAMM). The smoothed trend line represents the mod-
elled population trajectory, with shaded areas indicating 95% confidence intervals. Black
points show annual values. The dotted line represents the long-term average.

King penguin
This season: Pre-fledged king penguin chick counts at Volunteer Green numbered 782 in mid-
October 2025, which represents a drop from the previous season (n = 882) but remains well

above the long-term average of 469 chicks (+67%).

Long-term trend: Over the long-term, king penguin pre-fledged chicks continue to show a

strong upward trend since monitoring started in 1980, with periodic stable states (Figure 13).

Other observations: One heavily oiled king penguin was recorded at Surf Bay in August 2025.
The source of the oil has not been determined. Approximately 160 abandoned eggs were
observed by D. Pettersson in April 2026, potentially the result of wet and muddy conditions

recorded during the season.
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Figure 13 Long-term trend in king penguin pre-fledged chick abundance at Volunteer Green,
estimated using a Generalised Additive Mixed Model (GAMM). The smoothed trend line rep-
resents the modelled population trajectory, with shaded areas indicating 95% confidence in-
tervals. Black points show annual values. The dotted line represents the long-term average.
Data were kindly provided by D. Pettersson.

Magellanic penguin

This season: A total of 32 transects were surveyed across 7,312.5 m? of coastal breeding hab-
itat at Gypsy Cove, which represents approximately 4.5% of the total potential breeding hab-
itat (Figure 14). Of these, only 10 contained confirmed occupied burrows. Mean + SE occupied
burrow density across all transects was 0.0025 + 0.0010 burrows/m? (range: 0-0.025 bur-
rows/m?2). Considering all burrows for which occupancy status could be determined (n =121),
the occupancy rate was 19%, which is a considerable drop from the previous year and com-
parable to the all-time low recorded in 2021 (Figure 15). Burrow density was likely underesti-
mated within transects containing high density of gorse (Ulex europaeus) (transects T23 and
T25, Figure 14). Tussac comprised 27% of the sampled habitat but contained 76.5% of occu-

pied burrows.
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Long-term trend: The long-term trend is currently considered fluctuating-stable. There has

been a decline over the last 10 years, although the wide confidence intervals highlight con-

siderable uncertainty (Figure 15).
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Figure 14 Transect locations for the Magellanic penguin survey at Gypsy Cove. Note that for
the purpose of illustration, density values refer to the areas containing burrows; black tran-

sect sections contained no burrows.
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Figure 15 Long-term trend in Magellanic penguin burrow occupancy at Gypsy Cove, estimated
using a Generalised Additive Model (GAM). The smoothed trend line represents the modelled
population trajectory, with shaded areas indicating 95% confidence intervals. Black points
show annual values. The dotted line represents the long-term average.

Southern giant petrel

This season: Breeding pair numbers of southern giant petrels dropped considerably from last
season across FISMP sites, and fell to -36% below their annual average at Steeple Jason, and
-40% at New lIsland (Figure 16). This dropped the overall index to one of the lowest on moni-
toring record (Figure 19A). Counts at the NW_S of Ridge_West colony on Steeple Jason re-
main 0. While southern giant petrels may change breeding location across Steeple Jason (Wie-
necke et al. 2009), there has generally been a drop in total bird counts across the entire island

since 2014. A dead adult bird was seen at Ship Island on drone imagery.

Breeding success on Steeple Jason was lower still than in the previous season (0.20 vs 0.25).
Breeding success could not be established this season at NWI_Ship_Island and NWI_North

but was high again at the NWI_Airstrip colony (0.69 vs 0.66 last season) (Figure 17).
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At Bleaker Island, chick numbers (n = 215) decreased from last year (n = 276), and fell close

to the annual average (+2%) (Figure 18).

Long-term trend: The breeding population index based on data from Steeple Jason, New Is-
land and Dyke Island shows an overall increasing trend since the start of monitoring (2000),
although it appears that this trend has peaked and may now be entering a declining phase

(Figure 19A).

Breeding success shows a clear declining trend from 2004 to approximately 2015, followed

by a stabilisation, with the trend line suggesting a slight recovery in recent years (Figure 19B).
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Figure 16 Southern giant petrel breeding pair numbers at FISMP sites on Steeple Jason and
New Island. Bars indicate the minimum and maximum values. Dots indicate the annual mean
(black), the current season’s value (blue) and the previous season’s value (grey).
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Figure 17 Southern giant petrel estimated breeding success at FISMP sites on Steeple Jason
and New Island. Bars indicate the minimum and maximum values. Dots indicate the annual
mean (black), the current season’s value (red) and the previous season’s value (grey).
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rent season’s value (orange) and the previous season’s value (grey). Data were kindly pro-
vided by Bleaker Island landowners.
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Figure 19 Long-term trends in southern giant petrel breeding population index (A) and breed-
ing success (B) at FISMP sites on Steeple Jason, New Island and (for A) Dyke Island, estimated
using a Generalised Additive Mixed Model (GAMM). The smoothed trend line represents the
modelled population trajectory, with shaded areas indicating 95% confidence intervals. Black
points show annual index values; yellow points show census years. The dotted lines represent
the long-term average.
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Southern rockhopper penguin

This season: Breeding pair numbers of southern rockhopper penguins at FISMP sites were
generally lower than last season, and below the annual average. The steepest declines were
recorded at S5 Tip/Blob (-48%), Stephen’s Peak (-33%), Fanning Head (-31%), and Sea Lion
Island (-27%). Berkeley Sound (+3%) and Bleaker Island (+6%) were the only sites above their

annual averages (Figure 20).

Breeding success was mixed across FISMP sites but overall comparable to the previous season
(0.63 vs 0.62, respectively) and above the annual average of 0.58. Steeple Jason colonies per-
formed better than last season, with S5 Tip/Blob (+47%), S5 Finger (+34%), and the Study Site
(+40%) all well above their annual averages. In contrast, Sea Lion Island was the poorest per-

forming site (0.42 chicks per pair, -25% below average) (Figure 20).

Long-term trend: The breeding population index of southern rockhoppers since 1991 sug-
gests a fluctuating-stable trend, with two clear cycles of increase and decline similar to those
seen in gentoo penguins (Figure 22A, Figure 10A). The current declining phase, which began
around 2015, continues through 2025 and the index is now approaching the lows seen in the
early 2000s. At Steeple Jason, where 38% of the Falklands’ population breeds (Baylis et al.
2013b) and monitoring commenced in 2003, the data has captured what appears to be the
tail-end of a positive phase, followed by a declining phase since around 2010-2011 (Figure
23A). The trend dropped to below the long-term average around 2015-2017, with 2025

reaching the lowest value on record (Figure 23A).

Following a long-term decline since monitoring began, southern rockhopper breeding success
has shown signs of recent recovery, though the smoothed trend remains below the long-term
average (Figure 22B). At Steeple Jason, breeding success shows a fluctuating-stable trend with

wide confidence intervals. The 2025 values are broadly in line with recent years (Figure 23B).

Other observations: A violent storm at Steeple Jason in the first week of November resulted

in considerable numbers of abandoned eggs.
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Figure 20 Southern rockhopper penguin breeding pair numbers at FISMP sites. Bars indicate the minimum and maximum values. Dots indicate
the annual mean (black), the current season’s value (blue) and the previous season’s value (grey).
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Figure 21 Southern rockhopper penguin estimated breeding success at FISMP sites. Bars indicate the minimum and maximum values. Dots indi-
cate the annual mean (black), the current season’s value (red) and the previous season’s value (grey).
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Figure 22 Long-term trends in southern rockhopper penguin breeding population index (A)
and breeding success (B), using data from sites across the Falkland Islands, estimated using a
Generalised Additive Mixed Model (GAMM). The smoothed trend line represents the mod-
elled population trajectory, with shaded areas indicating 95% confidence intervals. Black
points show annual index values; yellow points indicate census years.
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Figure 23 Long-term trends in southern rockhopper penguin breeding population index (A)
and breeding success (B), using data from Steeple Jason only, estimated using a Generalised
Additive Mixed Model (GAMM). The smoothed trend line represents the modelled population
trajectory, with shaded areas indicating 95% confidence intervals. Black points show annual
index values; yellow points indicate census years.




White-chinned petrel

White-chinned petrels were not counted as part of the FISMP this season. However, at New
Island, monitoring using cameras revealed activity at burrows until late February 2026, at
which point all monitored burrows appeared to be abandoned, with no sign of breeding suc-
cess (R. James pers. comm.). Camera footage showed activity of a range of predators in the

burrows including invasive cats, rats, and mice, as well as native striated caracaras.

Environmental and anthropogenic impacts on seabirds

Climate

The austral summer of 2025/2026 was characterised by weak to moderate La Nifia conditions,
with the Multivariate ENSO Index remaining negative throughout the period (Figure 24). La
Nifia is the cool phase of the climate pattern called the El Nino—Southern Oscillation (ENSO)
and is characterised by cooler-than-average sea surface temperatures in the tropical Pacific
Ocean. These conditions propagate into the Southwest Atlantic, typically leading to increased
upwelling from stronger trade winds, cooler sea surface temperatures, and more extreme

weather patterns (Morley et al. 2025).

Conditions were extremely wet in November. This visibly impacted various species, including
gentoo penguins and black-browed albatross, with notable numbers of birds seen incubating

eggs in puddles at some sites, which presumably led to failure.

Multivariate ENSO Index Version 2 using JRA3Q
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Figure 24 Bi-monthly Multivariate El Nifio—Southern Oscillation (ENSO) Index. Source:
https://psl.noaa.gov/enso/mei/. Positive red values indicate warmer El Nifio conditions; blue
negative values indicate cooler La Nifia conditions.
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Diseases

Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI H5N1) is now considered endemic in the Falkland
Islands (FIG pers. comm., Clessin et al. 2026). The FIG surveillance programme, which com-
prises incident reporting, swabbing and AlV RNA screening of dead birds, confirmed several
main outbreaks (i.e. with evidence of local transmission), as well as sporadic cases. Lethal
outbreaks were generally limited to gentoos, but also affected black-browed albatross at
Beauchéne Island (Gamble 2025). Antibodies were found in a range of species, notably the
predatory and scavenging species like skua, striated caracara and southern giant petrels, but
also in southern rockhopper penguins and gentoo penguins (A. Gamble pers. comm.). No an-

tibodies have been found in black-browed albatross (A. Gamble pers. comm.).

Disturbance
No direct disturbance of seabirds was recorded at FC-monitored sites this season. However,
penguin disturbance was reported at Rookery Bay, a popular tourist site near Stanley, high-

lighting the value of effective visitor management.

Fisheries interactions
Incidental interactions with fishing gear are reported by the Falkland Islands Fisheries Depart-

ment (FIG 2026). At Steeple Jason Island, two black-browed albatrosses were found with fish-

ing line and jigging gear line around their legs (Figure 25).

Figure 25 Fishing line and jigging gear likely deliberately tied around the legs of a black-
browed albatross. Images provided by A. Clessin, taken at Steeple Jason Island.
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Invasive species

On New Island, cameras and predator control around white-chinned petrel burrows recorded
invasive mammals (cats, rats, mice, and rabbits). While active predation was not observed,
frequent activity by these mammals suggests they may still contribute to breeding success

impacts (R. James pers. comm.).

Marine debris

Fishing net remnants were recorded at various gentoo colonies and at the albatross colony at
Steeple Jason Island. Beach cleans conducted by Falklands Conservation and volunteers show
that marine debris continues to be predominantly derived from fishing activities.

Qiling

One oiled king penguin was recorded in August 2025 at Surf Bay. The bird was not recovered

and therefore could not be cleaned. The source of the oil has not been determined.

Wildfires

A fire on Bird Island (southwest Falklands), ignited by a lightning strike in January 2024, is
ongoing at the time of writing (FIGAS pers. comm.). While in the first season, the fire resulted
in the estimated loss of 246,000 prion burrows (159,000 to 432,000 burrows) (Stokes et al.
2021), and mortality of 100—1000 black-browed albatross and 100 southern rockhopper pen-
guins (Steel et al. 2026), the ongoing burning through peat risks the long-term loss of breeding

habitat, particularly for burrow-nesting birds.

A fire on Quaker Island, first detected in February 2023 and suspected to have been caused
by a lightning strike, reignited in December 2025 and was still burning in March 2026. The
affected area supports, amongst others, a small Magellanic penguin breeding colony, though

no damage to birds or burrows has been recorded to date (S. Poncet pers. comm.).

Discussion

The FISMP collects long-term data on measures of change in seabird breeding pairs and
breeding success in the Falkland Islands. Long-term data are crucial for assessing population
health and form a foundation for understanding the impacts of climatic and anthropogenic
drivers (Jenouvrier et al. 2005, Ventura et al. 2021a, 2023). They also complement census

data by placing periodic population counts within a broader temporal context, as single
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counts can be influenced by short-term environmental conditions and demographic variabil-
ity (White 2019). Long-term datasets are essential for detecting multi-annual fluctuations and
gradual changes driven by longer-term influences in long-lived seabirds, such as climate

change or habitat degradation.

Season overview

The 2025/26 season was poor for most monitored species (Table S1). Breeding pair counts
fell below both last season and the annual average for gentoo, southern rockhopper pen-
guins, and southern giant petrels, with imperial shags also below last season, and black-
browed albatross below the long-term average. Magellanic penguins showed a decline in bur-
row occupancy relative to both last season and the long-term average. Breeding success de-
clined both in relation to last season and the annual average for black-browed albatross, gen-
too penguins and southern giant petrels. Results were more positive for the Falkland skua,
whose counts were up on last season and the annual average. Southern rockhopper breeding
success was similar to last season and above the annual average. King penguin chick counts
were lower than last season but above the annual average. Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza
(HPAI H5N1) virus, now endemic in the Falkland Islands, affected predominantly gentoo pen-

guins, which experienced large-scale lethal outbreaks at numerous colonies.

Table 3 Summary of species-specific changes in breeding pair and breeding success metrics
compared to last season and the annual average.

Species 2025/26 vs 2024/25 2025/26 vs annual average
Breeding Breeding success Breeding Breeding success
pair metrics metrics pair metrics metrics

Black-browed albatross N N2 N
Falkland skua ™ ™

Gentoo penguin J N J N
Imperial shag J A

King penguin NE ™
Magellanic penguin J J

Southern giant petrel J N J N
Southern rockhopper penguin J J ™

Increasing “I*= breeding measure is clearly increasing; Stable-increasing /1 = breeding measure is either stable
or possibly increasing; = breeding measure is (fluctuating but) stable; Stable-decreasing \ = breeding
measure is either stable or possibly decreasing; Decreasing |, = breeding measure is clearly decreasing.
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IN FOCUS
Evidence of declines in one of Falklands’ most abundant seabirds

The Falkland Islands represent a global stronghold for the slender-billed prion (also known as
thin-billed prion Pachyptila belcheri) (Catry et al. 2003, Stokes et al. 2021). FC-owned New Is-
land has been regarded as the single largest island colony, based on a breeding population
estimate of approximately 2 million pairs made in 2001/2002 (Catry et al. 2003). Anecdotally,
the colony is suspected to have undergone declines, potentially linked to loss of suitable breed-
ing habitat and predation pressure. As a result, Falklands Conservation, in collaboration with
Dr Ewan Wakefield and volunteers, conducted an updated population census on New Island in
the summer of 2025/2026 (Wakefield, in prep).

Between 30 November 2025 and 24 February 2026, burrow entrance plots were surveyed
along transects across New Island, with burrow complexity and occupancy assessed in system-
atically positioned plots across the island in December. Analyses were undertaken by Dr Wake-
field using environmental variables defining habitat suitability to model estimated prion popu-
lation size and distribution on New Island.

Apparently Occupied Burrows — the unit used as a proxy for breeding pairs — occurred over
most of New Island but were predominantly concentrated on South Hill. The total breeding
population was estimated to be approximately half a million Apparently Occupied Burrows,
representing roughly a quarter of the 2001/2002 estimate (Wakefield, in prep). In 2001/2002,
it was assumed that 100% of burrows were occupied, whereas this study estimated approxi-
mately 40% occupancy in 2025/2026 (with artificial burrows suggesting ~47%). Whether this
reflects a genuine long-term decline or short-term variation is unclear and has important im-
plications for population estimates (Wakefield, in prep). In 2025/2026, entrance density in the
north was less than half that of the south, suggesting a possible decline in northern breeding

density over time, although a further difference from the earlier study is the 2001/2002 as-

sumption of similar entrance densities across the north and south of the island (Wakefield, in
prep).

What is more certain is that estimated burrow entrances in the south have declined signifi-
cantly (by 22%) since 2001/2002 (Wakefield, in prep). While burrow distribution is associated
with vegetation type and terrain - with higher densities in steeper, more vegetated areas dom-
inated by non-native grasses (Catry et al. 2003; Wakefield, in prep) - no clear relationship was
found between recent changes in burrow density and vegetation change or soil erosion, sug-
gesting habitat change alone does not explain the declines. Predation is also a likely contrib-
uting factor, with evidence of rat, mouse, rabbit, and feral cat impacts, alongside increasing
pressure from striated caracaras, whose numbers may be recovering from past persecution
and may be further inflated by introduced grasses that potentially support an abundant winter
supply of invertebrate prey. Additional pressures at sea may also be negatively affecting the
breeding population on New Island (Quillfeldt et al. 2007, Croxall et al. 2012, Dias et al. 2019).




Critical for the Falklands, the combined effects of the Bird Island fire, which resulted in the
estimated loss of 39% of its prion burrows (Steel et al. 2026), and the decline at New Island
could mean that the breeding population in the Falkland Islands has undergone a decline of
around a third. If so, Wakefield (in prep) notes that the largest colony may now be that on
Kerguelen, which is thought to be around 0.7—1 million pairs but has not been assessed accu-
rately (Weimerskirch et al. 1989).

Wakefield (in prep) lists a number of recommendations in regard to long-term monitoring of
and habitat management for prions, and research priorities to help us understand dynamics,
threats and guide conservation efforts.

i
e
\

New Island Prion Census by Falklands Conservation, December 2025.

IN FOCUS

Smaller World, Greater Stakes: Genomics and the Conservation of Falklands’ Seabirds
Classification of species has traditionally relied on physical characteristics such as appearance
and behaviour. While genetics has supplemented this for decades, whole-genome sequencing
now allows scientists to compare DNA across entire populations, revealing evolutionary and
adaptive differences at much finer resolution (Ferrer Obiol et al. 2023). In seabirds, such dif-
ferences may arise from strong breeding-site fidelity and natural barriers such as oceanic fronts
that limit movement between populations (Ferrer Obiol et al. 2023, Noll et al. 2026). As a re-
sult, genome-wide studies are reshaping our understanding of several seabird species, includ-
ing some found in the Falkland Islands.

Three familiar Falklands seabirds are currently under taxonomic review: the southern rockhop-
per penguin subspecies Eudyptes chrysocome chrysocome, which breeds in the Falklands and
South America, has been accepted for elevation to full species status, effective as of October
2026, separating it from E. c. filholi, which breeds across the sub-Antarctic Pacific and Indian




Oceans (Lois et al. 2020). A 2025 study suggested that the Falkland skua is more closely related
to the Chilean skua (Stercorarius chilensis), which breeds in South America, than to the brown
skua (S. antarcticus), which breeds on the Antarctic Peninsula and subantarctic islands
(Jorquera et al. 2025). Most recently, it has been proposed to split the gentoo penguin - cur-
rently a single circumpolar species ranging from the Antarctic Peninsula to the Crozet Islands -
into four separate species. Under this revision, Falklands gentoos would be classified as the
northern gentoo penguin (Pygoscelis papua), breeding almost exclusively in the Falkland Is-
lands (Noll et al. 2026).

Beyond a change in name, these taxonomic reclassifications have important practical implica-
tions. Species previously considered widespread, with comparatively larger global populations,
find their ranges substantially reduced, with the Falklands accounting for a larger share of the
total. Isolation by oceanic barriers also reduces genetic diversity and limits resilience to pres-
sures such as climate change, as locally adapted species may have little capacity to shift range.
For example, the northern gentoo penguin is expected to face severely reduced suitable habi-
tat by 2050 (Noll et al. 2026).

As a consequence, the taxonomic reclassifications — both confirmed and pending — underscore
both the importance of local conservation and the critical role of the FISMP, which monitors
all three species under review. Its long-term annual data provide a key foundation for national
and international conservation status assessments, including the IUCN Red List, which requires
both population size and trend. Periodic whole-island censuses can provide the former, but
annual monitoring can deliver the temporal resolution needed to characterise trends reliably,
detecting variability, decline, and recovery in ways that periodic snapshots cannot, and helping
us assess drivers of change (White 2019). From a conservation perspective, monitoring popu-
lation trends is particularly important (Wolfaardt & Phillips 2020).

For some species, including the southern rockhopper and gentoo penguins, the FISMP trends
align closely with census estimates, suggesting monitored sites track island-wide dynamics rea-
sonably well and supporting the additional use of the FISMP data to interpolate population
estimates between censuses. Although periodic censuses remain an important calibration
check, this approach can reduce the frequency of full island-wide surveys, which are typically
far more expensive and time-consuming. For other species, however, monitoring coverage cur-
rently remains too limited. Skuas are monitored at only one site (Steeple Jason Island), and

there is evidence that dynamics elsewhere in the Falklands differ (Correia et al. 2026). Addi-

tional resources would help expand monitoring to strengthen our understanding of such spe-
cies.




Species-specific information

Black-browed albatross

Globally, the population is considered to be increasing (Least Concern, BirdLife International
2018a), a trend largely driven by the Falkland Islands, where >72% of this species breeds.
However, declines observed since 2018 continue through 2025, and it remains unclear
whether this represents a genuine reversal of the long-term positive trend or natural popula-

tion fluctuation consistent with patterns observed in earlier periods (e.g. 2008—2012).

Black-browed albatrosses from the Falklands remain among the species most at risk of fish-
eries interactions on the Patagonian Shelf, although mitigation measures have reduced by-
catch risk, particularly in longline fleets (Robertson et al. 2014, 2017, Kuepfer et al. 2022, Paz
et al. 2026, Hernandez et al. 2026). Further, climate change-driven increases in existing
threats such as severe weather events, poor foraging conditions and infectious diseases pre-
sent significant risks for this species. For example, increased adult mortality in albatrosses
following violent storms could drive population declines by almost 2% if this were to occur
once every five years — an increasing possibility under the climate crisis (Ventura et al. 2023).
Threats like HPAI could have a similarly detrimental impact and further exacerbate population
pressures. HPAI is believed to have impacted the colony at Beauchéne Island during consec-
utive seasons since 2023 (Gamble 2025), and there is evidence that black-browed albatrosses
may be unable to mount an effective antibody response to the virus, raising concerns about

their long-term resilience to this threat (A. Gamble pers. comm.).

Breeding success showed a declining trend since approximately 2014-2015 but appears to
now have stabilised. Breeding success in seabirds is influenced by various extrinsic and intrin-
sic factors, including environmental conditions and parental breeding experience (Ollason &
Dunnet 1978, Goutte et al. 2010, Ventura et al. 2021a). While adult survival is a key driver of
population dynamics in these long-lived birds (Ventura et al. 2021b), sustained low produc-
tivity will eventually reduce recruitment, limiting the number of birds that can mature into

breeding adults.

Falkland skua
The Falkland skua has been considered a subspecies of the brown skua (S. antarcticus ant-
arcticus), although it has recently been proposed as a subspecies of the Chilean skua (S. chilen-

sis antarcticus) (Jorquera et al. 2025). Globally, the brown skua is considered Least Concern

41




on the IUCN Red List, but decreasing, predominantly influenced by findings at New Island
(Catry et al. 2011, BirdLife International 2018b). The Chilean skua population (also IUCN-listed

Least Concern) is currently considered stable (BirdLife International 2018f).

The Falkland skua population on Steeple Jason Island is increasing, contrasting trends ob-
served elsewhere in the Falklands, notably New Island and Sea Lion Island (Catry et al. 2011,

Galimberti & Sanvito 2020, Correia et al. 2026).

Causes for declines at these sites may be linked to increased competition and predation pres-
sure from striated caracaras (Catry et al. 2008, 2011), unfavourable foraging conditions (Gal-
imberti & Sanvito 2020), and/or emigration of juvenile birds to other breeding sites (Correia
et al. 2026). The findings highlight the importance of a multi-colony approach to understand-
ing and managing Falkland skua populations and the need for additional resources to improve

understanding of their population dynamics and trends in the Falklands.

Gentoo penguin

The global population of gentoo penguins is considered stable (Least Concern, BirdLife Inter-
national 2020a). However, a recent study provides phylogenomic evidence for four distinct
evolutionary lineages of gentoo penguin, and this has conservation implications (Noll et al.

2026; see In Focus section for details).

FISMP data indicate that the Falkland Islands’ gentoo population has remained broadly stable
since monitoring began, although breeding pair numbers and breeding success have fluctu-
ated over time. The current period of decline, which began around 2013-2015, has been
longer and steadier than the previous decline, and has now reached levels comparable to the

lowest recorded during the monitoring period, with no evidence of recovery to date.

For the second consecutive season, low breeding pair counts and breeding success were likely
driven primarily by lethal outbreaks of HPAI. In the past, significant population downturns
were linked to harmful algal bloom poisoning (2002) and increased disease incidence and re-
duced food availability associated with a strong El Nifio event (2015/2016) (Crofts & Stan-
worth 2016). Based on findings at Martillo Island in Argentina, heat waves may also be im-
pacting this species (Harris et al. 2026). All such threats are predicted to increase in a warming

climate (Gobler 2020).
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Industry interactions may further pose localised threats to this species, specifically oil spills
(Lynch 2013). Disturbance from unregulated tourism has also been shown to result in reduced
breeding productivity (Trathan et al. 2008, Dunn et al. 2019). Disturbance is particularly a
concern at the Yorke Bay colony, which is situated near Stanley and has received large num-
bers of visitors since the 2020 landmine clearance. Effective visitor management is essential

to mitigate potential negative impacts.

Imperial shag

Globally, this species has a very large range and a favourable conservation status (Least Con-
cern, BirdLife International 2018d), though this assessment includes several subspecies given
the complexity of the species’ taxonomy (BirdLife International 2018d). A future taxonomic
revision could affect the conservation status of the Falkland Islands population. Data from the
few monitored sites currently suggest a stable trend following an increase during the early
monitoring years, though the limited number of sites may not fully reflect population trends

across the Falkland Islands.

Monitoring imperial shags is challenging due to colony locations, the species’ asynchronous
breeding behaviour (Yorio et al. 2020), and the difficulty of assessing reproductive success
without causing undue disturbance. The species’ regular establishment and extinction of in-
dividual colonies, as observed at Race Point and Motley Point this season, further complicates

tracking population dynamics through time.

Being largely dependent on coastal marine environments (Crofts 2015, Baylis & Tierney 2023),
the species is subject to increasing pressures from human activities and climate-mediated
changes to the inshore environment (Yorio et al. 2020). Amongst others, the increasing fre-
guency and severity of extreme weather, disease outbreaks, competition for food, and pre-
dation pressure on eggs and chicks from predatory birds like the Falkland skua and southern
giant petrel are all threats likely to increase in a changing climate (see e.g. Sherley & Ludynia
2012; Yorio et al. 2020). Accessible colonies can also be affected by human disturbance re-

sulting from unregulated visitors (Yorio et al. 2001).

King penguin
Globally, king penguins are thought to be increasing (Least Concern, BirdLife International
2020c). The colony at Volunteer Green aligns with this trend despite occupying the northern

limit of the species’ range. It remains unclear whether the colony is expanding organically or
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through immigration, though research led by the Antarctic Research Trust is now underway

to investigate this.

Suitable feeding conditions are thought to have contributed to the growth of the Falklands’
king penguin population (Pistorius et al. 2012). However, climate change models suggest that,
even under a reduced greenhouse gas emissions scenario, the Falkland Islands king popula-
tion will come under direct threat from a shift in suitable foraging grounds at the Antarctic
Polar Front by 2050 (Cristofari et al. 2018). While the Falkland population frequently forages
on the Patagonian shelf break (Pitz & Cherel 2005), which may provide a buffer, this area is
under increasing pressure from climate change itself, and may be unable to sustain a growing

king penguin population (Cristofari et al. 2018).

Magellanic penguin
Globally, Magellanic penguins are considered stable-declining (Least Concern, BirdLife Inter-
national 2020d), though a recent review suggests the species is steadily increasing and ex-

panding along the Argentinian coast, where the majority breed (Hombre et al. 2026).

In the Falkland Islands, which represent the south-eastern limit of this species’ breeding range
(Woods & Woods 1997), the single monitored colony at Gypsy Cove is showing a stable-de-
clining trend. Historic data from other sites in the Falklands show fluctuating patterns with 7
to 8-year declines before recovery (Stanworth & Crofts 2022), and it is therefore possible that
the trend observed at Gypsy Cove represents part of a longer-term oscillation pattern. Op-
portunities to assess breeding performance at a broader scale for the Falklands population

would be beneficial, as the trend may be site-specific.

Magellanic penguins exclusively excavate burrows for nesting in the Falkland Islands, unlike
at other locations in South America where they also nest above ground (Borboroglu et al.
2009). Breeding distribution is therefore limited by soil depth and structure. Drying soils lead-
ing to burrow collapse or burrowing difficulties, burrow collapse due to footfall, or loss of soil
through vegetation loss and erosion are obvious threats. At Middle Island, loss of vegetation
has resulted in drying windblown peat that has filled burrows, rendering them unusable (Falk-
lands Conservation unpubl. data). Flooding of burrows is also a threat. Predictions of a drying
terrestrial environment in the Falklands and increased frequency of extreme weather are
likely to significantly increase pressures on this species. Vegetation restoration, specifically

tussac planting, could mitigate such impacts through soil stabilisation, soil moisture retention
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and prevention of flash flooding. At Gypsy Cove, the number of Magellanic penguin burrows

is significantly higher in areas of increased tussac density (Kuepfer & Stanworth 2024, 2025).

Southern giant petrel

Globally, southern giant petrels are considered to be increasing (Least Concern, BirdLife Inter-
national 2018c). The Falkland Islands host over 40% of the world’s breeding population of
southern giant petrels. Data from FISMP sites indicate that the positive trend seen between
2000 and 2015 may have peaked and entered a stable/declining phase. Conversely, breeding
success has declined but subsequently stabilised, with potential signs of recovery, suggesting

a possible density-dependent effect.

Historically, key threats to southern giant petrels included hunting (Williams 1984) and fish-
eries bycatch (Sullivan et al. 2006, BirdLife International 2018c). However, improved protec-
tive laws on land and mitigation measures in fisheries mean that hunting has virtually been
eliminated, and fisheries bycatch reduced (BirdLife International 2018c, FIG 2025). Other
threats include ingestion of marine plastic debris and oil spills at sea (BirdLife International

2018c).

Southern rockhopper penguin

Globally, the southern rockhopper penguin holds an unfavourable conservation status (Vul-
nerable), given its continued rapid decline since the first half of the 20™ century (BirdLife In-
ternational 2020b). In the Falkland Islands, the breeding population appears to be broadly
stable over the period of monitoring, but declining at Steeple Jason Island, which held an es-
timated 38% of the national breeding population in 2010. Breeding success appears stable at
Steeple; across the Falklands, a long-term decline appears to have stabilised in recent years

at FISMP sites.

A key driver behind the long-term declines of southern rockhoppers, globally, is believed to
be reduced food availability linked to warming seas (BirdLife International 2020b, although
see e.g. Raya Rey et al. 2014). In the Falklands, warming temperatures have been related to
delayed breeding, lighter eggs and likely reduced breeding success in this species (Dehnhard
et al. 20153, b). Elsewhere (along the Southern Patagonian coast of Argentina), unusual num-
bers of southern rockhopper mortalities, attributed to starvation, occurred in 2015/2016,
which coincided with a large El Nifio event (Morgenthaler et al. 2018). Further threats include

increases in severe weather events (which can be exacerbated by loss of tussac (Demongin et
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al. 2010)), diseases (Santaniello et al. 2026), harmful algal bloom poisoning (Gobler 2020),
fishery-mediated changes to food-webs (Hilton et al. 2006), oil pollution (Falklands Conserva-

tion 2012), heavy metal pollution and climate-driven pressures (Santaniello et al. 2026).

White-chinned petrel

Globally, white-chinned petrels are declining (Vulnerable, BirdLife International 2018e). In the
Falklands, known breeding sites are Kidney Island, Top Island, Bottom Island and New Island.
Recent estimates from Kidney Island (155,000 breeding pairs; 95% Cl: 125,000-187,000),
which supports over 80% of the Falkland Islands breeding population, provide no evidence of
a significant change in breeding pair numbers (Kuepfer et al. 2025). At New Island, the colony
appears to have declined from 26 pairs in 2004—2006 (Reid et al. 2007) to 0-6 breeding pairs

(Falklands Conservation unpubl. data).

White-chinned petrels are amongst the most frequently recorded procellariiformes in bycatch
of southern hemisphere longline fisheries (Rollinson et al. 2018), which may impact the local
population. Specifically, Rexer-Huber et al. (2025) identified a peak in overlap during summer
for Falklands birds, both with South Korean longliners and Argentine trawlers operating
around the Patagonian Shelf. The peak in overlap with trawlers generally occurred during late
breeding (Rexer-Huber et al. 2025). In the Falklands, although records of lethal and non-lethal
bycatch of this species have in the past been rare (Kuepfer et al. 2018), they appear to have

become more regular in the trawl fleet in recent years (FIG 2021, 2023, 2024, 2025).

White-chinned petrels are also extremely vulnerable to invasive mammals and loss of suitable
breeding habitat. On New Island, their declines are likely driven by non-native mammals and
striated caracara, as well as degradation in breeding habitat through soil desiccation and loss
(Reid et al. 2007, Falklands Conservation unpubl. data). On Kidney, Top and Bottom Islands,
white-chinned petrels were most numerous in areas of tussac peat with high moisture con-
tent (Kuepfer et al. 2025). A changing climate is expected to decrease soil moisture content
and impact soil health in the Falkland Islands, leading to increased erosion risks (Upson et al.

2016).
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Implications for management

Outlook

Although most Falkland Islands seabirds remain Least Concern on the IUCN Red List, several
are declining globally. FISMP data show natural cycles of decline and recovery in some spe-
cies, and others may yet exhibit similar larger-scale oscillating trends with longer monitoring,
highlighting the importance of understanding such long-term patterns to identify genuine cir-
cumstances for conservation concern. The available data suggest that some species are po-
tentially entering new territory. Most notably, gentoo and southern rockhopper penguins —
especially at Steeple Jason, which supports ca. 38% of the Falklands’ rockhopper population
— have now declined for more than a decade, reaching some of their lowest recorded popu-
lation indices with currently no sign of recovery. Black-browed albatrosses have also shifted
from two decades of growth into decline, with breeding success yet to recover. As climate
change intensifies pressures on seabirds through reduced food availability, disease, and ex-
treme weather (Crawford et al. 2008, Cohen et al. 2014, 2020, Ventura et al. 2021a, 2023), it
remains uncertain whether current declines are temporary fluctuations within broader oscil-
lating trends, or mark a shift into longer-term population declines. Given the Falklands’ global
importance for these species, continued declines will likely have implications for their global

conservation status.

Conservation

Research highlights the climate crisis as the most significant and urgent overarching threat to
Falklands’ seabirds, presenting threats that are difficult to mitigate. Avoiding impacts in in-
shore areas and prioritising an ecosystem-based approach to fisheries management offshore
could reduce pressures on food availability, while fire contingency planning could potentially
reduce impacts at colonies. Population resilience to climate change can be, and is being, bol-
stered at colonies through predator removal, disturbance reduction, habitat improvement
and biosecurity. Alongside these critical measures, the long-term outlook for seabirds is likely
to also strongly depend on climate mitigation. Nationally, this includes decarbonisation, pro-

tecting carbon- and species-rich habitats, and restoration of carbon sinks.
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Appendix

Appendix 1: Summary of FISMP changes since 2021

Year Change Justification
2025/2026 e Addition of southern giant petrel breeding pair data from Dyke Island in the long- e Inclusion of Dyke Island data enhances the number and geographical spread of
term trend. sites contributing to the representative distribution of FISMP sites.
e Southern rockhopper penguin data edits for 2005 and 2010. e Data in line with counts published in Baylis et al. 2013.
2024/2025 e Breeding success of southern giant petrels at New Island now included. e New Island is FC-owned, a recognised area of wildlife significance, and is of
geographical importance contributing to the representative distribution of
FISMP sites.
e Southern giant petrel = ACAP-listed species.
e Inclusion of sooty shearwater and white-chinned petrel data from Bottom and e Surveys conducted as part of an FIG Small Works Grant in support of the Stan-
Cochon Islands. ley Tussac Grass Islands Management Plan 2018-2023 (Kuepfer et al. 2025).
Results are included here for completeness.
e Cochon Island represents the second largest known sooty shearwater colony.
e White-chinned petrel = ACAP-listed species.
2023/2024 e Addition of black-browed albatross and gentoo penguin breeding pair and breed- e New Island is FC-owned, a recognised area of wildlife significance, and is of ge-
ing success data from New Island. ographical importance, contributing to the representative distribution of
o Addition of southern giant petrel breeding pair data from New Island (assessment FISMP sites. Long-term data exists thanks to efforts led by P. Catry (ISPA — In-
of breeding success is not currently possible for logistical reasons). stituto Universitdrio) and P. Quillfeldt (Justus-Liebig-University Giessen).
o Addition of white-chinned petrel Apparently Occupied Burrow counts e White-chinned petrel, southern giant petrel and black-browed albatross =
ACAP-listed species.
o Inclusion of sooty shearwater and white-chinned petrel data from Kidney and Top e Surveys conducted as part of an FIG Small Works Grant in support of the Stan-
Islands. ley Tussac Grass Islands Management Plan 2018-2023. Results are included in
the FISMP report for completeness.
e Kidney Island represents the largest known sooty shearwater colony.
o White-chinned petrel = ACAP-listed species.
2022/2023 e Dropped NW Ridge colony on Steeple Jason due to significant encroachment of e The NW Ridge colony is no longer deemed representative.
South American fur seals (Arctocephalus australis).
2021/2022 e Inclusion of modelled long-term trends for species for which more than 10 years e To provide an improved indication of long-term population trends.

of data exist.
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Appendix 2: Seabird counts conducted by Falklands Conservation and volunteers

AON counts PFC counts
Species Colony Date Counters Method Date Counter Method
BBA NW Flat 31/10/2025 Jessell L, Kuepfer A D 07/03/2026  Kuepfer A, Goeckeritz S D
BBA Penthouse 31/10/2025 Jessell L, Kuepfer A D 07/03/2026 Miles W, Ibberson G TR
BBA S5 Finger 31/10/2025 Jessell L, Kuepfer A D 08/03/2026 Kuepfer A, Goeckeritz S D
BBA S5 Tip_Blob 31/10/2025 Jessell L, Kuepfer A D 07/03/2026  Kuepfer A, Goeckeritz S D
BBA Study Site 06/11/2025 Kuepfer A, Christie D TR 08/03/2026 Miles W TR
G Berthas Beach 07/11/2025 Morrison M TR 03/01/2026 Morrison M TR
G Bull Point 15/11/2025 Kuepfer A D; TA 23/01/2026  Kuepfer A, King H, Jessell L, Young Z D; TR
G Bull Roads 15/11/2025 Kuepfer A, Jessell L D 23/01/2026  Kuepfer A, Jessell L, Young Z, King H D; TA
G Cow Bay 20/11/2025 Jessell L, Kuepfer A D 05/01/2026  Kuepfer A, Welch G D
G Fanning Harbour 12/11/2025 Kuepfer A, King H D 20/01/2026  Kuepfer A D
G Fox Point Fitzroy 07/11/2025 Morrison M TR 03/01/2026  Morrison M TR
G Lagoon Sands 20/11/2025 Jessell L, Kuepfer A D 05/01/2026 Kuepfer A, Welch G D
G Low Bay 17/11/2025 Kuepfer A, Jessell L D 24/01/2026  Kuepfer A, King H TR
G Motley Point 15/11/2025 Kuepfer A D 25/01/2026  Kuepfer A, King H TR
G NWI_North 24/10/2025 Kuepfer A, King H D 05/01/2026  Kuepfer A, Welch G D
G NWI_South 28/10/2025 Kuepfer A, King H D 05/01/2026  Kuepfer A, Welch G D
G New Haven 18/11/2025 Kuepfer A TR 03/01/2026  Kuepfer A, King H, Jessell L D
G Pleasant Road 28/10/2025 Morrison M TR 03/01/2026 Morrison M TR
G Rookery Sands 12/11/2025 Kuepfer A, Jessell L D 20/01/2026  Kuepfer A D
G SJI_House 31/10/2025 Christie D, Vincent M D 10/01/2026  Kuepfer A, Orlandi N, Welch G D
G SJI_Neck 31/10/2025 Christie D, Vincent M, Kuepfer A D 09/01/2026 Kuepfer A, Lee B, Orlandi N, Welch G TR; D
G SLI_Gentoos 12/11/2025 Morrison M TR 09/01/2026 Morrison M TR
G Stephen’s Peak 10/11/2025 Kuepfer A, Jessell L D; TR 15/01/2026  Kuepfer A, King H D; TR
G Volunteer Green 20/11/2025 Jessell L, Kuepfer A D; TR 05/01/2026  Kuepfer A, Welch G D
G Yorke Bay 31/10/2025 James R D 30/01/2026 Gamble A
IMS Eagle Hill Centre 04/01/2026 Kuepfer A D No counts
IMS Eagle Hill West 04/01/2026 Kuepfer A D No counts
IMS Fanning Head South 20/01/2026 Kuepfer A, Welch G, Jessell L D No counts
IMS Motley Point 25/01/2026 Kuepfer A, King H D No counts
IMS Rugged Hill Centre 04/01/2026 Kuepfer A D No counts
IMS Rugged Hill West 04/01/2026 Kuepfer A, Welch G D No counts
IMS Stephen’s Peak 15/01/2026 Kuepfer A TR No counts
SRH Diamond Cove 21/11/2025 Kuepfer A, Munro G, Sloes M TR 04/01/2026  Kuepfer A, DeLuherne E, Orlandi N TR
SRH Eagle Hill Centre 21/11/2025 Kuepfer A, Stanworth A, Jessell L D 04/01/2026 Kuepfer A, King H, Jessell L D
SRH Eagle Hill East 21/11/2025 Kuepfer A, Jessell L, Stanworth A D 04/01/2026 Kuepfer A, DeLuherne E, Orlandi N TR
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SRH Eagle Hill West 21/11/2025 Kuepfer A, Stanworth A D 04/01/2026 Kuepfer A, Jessell L D
SRH Fanning Head North 12/11/2025 Kuepfer A, Stanworth A D 20/01/2026  Kuepfer A, Clessin A D
SRH Fanning Head South 12/11/2025 Stanworth A, Kuepfer A, King H D 20/01/2026  Kuepfer A, Welch G, Jessell L D
SRH NW Flat 31/10/2025 Jessell L, Kuepfer A D 09/01/2026 Kuepfer A, Lee B, Orlandi N TR
SRH Rugged Hill Centre 21/11/2025 Kuepfer A, Jessell L, Stanworth A D 04/01/2026  Kuepfer A D
SRH Rugged Hill East 21/11/2025 Kuepfer A, Jessell L D 04/01/2026  Kuepfer A, DeLuherne E TR
SRH Rugged Hill West 21/11/2025 Kuepfer A, Jessell L D 04/01/2026  Kuepfer A, King H D
SRH S5 Finger 31/10/2025 Kuepfer A, Stanworth A D 09/01/2026 Kuepfer A, Lee B, Orlandi N TR
SRH S5 Tip_Blob 31/10/2025 Kuepfer A, Jessell L D 09/01/2026  Kuepfer A, Lee B, Orlandi N TR
SRH SLI_Rockhoppers 12/11/2025 Morrison M TR 08/01/2026 Morrison M TR
SRH Stephen’s Peak 10/11/2026 Kuepfer A, Stanworth A D 15/01/2026  Kuepfer A TR
SRH Study Site 05/11/2025 Kuepfer A, Christie D TR 10/01/2026  Kuepfer A, Lee B, Orlandi N TR
SGP House Track_House 31/10/2025 Kuepfer A, Catry P D 08/03/2026  Miles W, White J TR
SGP NWI_Airstrip 23/10/2025 Kuepfer A, Catry P D 24/02/2026 Kuczek A TR
SGP NWI_North_SGP 24/10/2025 Kuepfer A, Catry P D No counts

SGP NWI_Ship_lIsland 28/10/2025 Kuepfer A, Catry P D No counts

SGP NW_S of Ridge_West 31/10/2025 Kuepfer A TA 08/03/2026  Kuepfer A TR
SGP Neck_SGP 31/10/2025 Kuepfer A, Catry P D 08/03/2026 Miles W, White J TR
SKU Steeple_Skuas* 09—10/01/2026  Kuepfer A, Lee B, Orlandi N TR No counts

AON — Apparently Occupied Nests (breeding pairs); PFC — Pre-Fledged Chicks *Apparently Occupied Territory count. BBA = Black-browed albatross, G = Gentoo penguin, IMS = Imperial shag,
SRH = Southern rockhopper penguin, SGP = Southern giant petrel, SKU = Falkland skua. D = Drone, TR = Tally Repeated, TA = Tally Agreed (see Methods section). Where multiple methods are
listed for a colony, this reflects different methods being used for different sub-colonies.
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Appendix 3: Colony locations

GPS grid references represent an average location of sub-colonies.

Species Location Colony Grid ref

BBA Steeple Jason NW Flat -51.012; -61.252

BBA Steeple Jason Penthouse -51.031; -61.228

BBA Steeple Jason S5 Finger -51.031; -61.231

BBA Steeple Jason S5 Tip_Blob -51.037; -61.220

BBA Steeple Jason Study Site -51.046; -61.207

BBA New Island NWI_Bowl -51.718; -61.311

BBA New Island NW!I_PCatry_Demo_BCDE -51.714; -61.214

G Fitzroy Berthas Beach -51.8803; -58.8556

G Fitzroy Fox Point Fitzroy -51.9215; -58.4534

G Fitzroy Pleasant Road -51.8315; -58.2447

G New Haven New Haven -51.7370; -59.2238

G New Island NW!I_North -51.6919; -61.2571

G New Island NW!I_South -51.7476; -61.2962

G North Arm Bull Point -52.3440; -59.3199

G North Arm Bull Roads -52.3101; -59.3958

G Port Stephens Stephen’s Peak -52.1270; -60.8539

G Race Point Fanning Harbour -51.4679; -59.0923

G Race Point Rookery Sands -51.4340; -59.1112**

G Sea Lion Island SLI_Gentoos -52.4264; -59.0703

G Stanley Yorke Bay -51.6763; -57.7829

G Steeple Jason SJI_House -51.0201; -61.2267

G Steeple Jason SJI_Neck -51.0348; -61.2151

G Volunteer Cow Bay -51.4347;-57.8814

G Volunteer Lagoon Sands -51.5105; -57.7797

G Volunteer Volunteer Green -51.4793; -57.8381

G Walker Creek Low Bay -52.0729; -58.8767

G Walker Creek Motley Point -52.1138; -58.6495

IMS Berkeley Sound Eagle Hill Centre -51.5444; -57.8027

IMS Berkeley Sound Eagle Hill West -51.5451; -57.8104

IMS Berkeley Sound Rugged Hill Centre -51.5432; -57.8518

IMS Berkeley Sound Rugged Hill West -51.5431; -57.8578

IMS Race Point Fanning Head South -51.4694; -59.1383

IMS Walker Creek Motley Point -52.1138; -58.6495

SGP Steeple Jason House Track_House -51.0265; -61.2250*
SGP Steeple Jason Neck_SGP -51.0359; -61.2120*
SGP Steeple Jason NW_S of Ridge_West -51.0244; -61.2482*
SGP New Island NWI_Airstrip -51.744; -61.276*

SGP New Island NWI_North_SGP -51.697; -61.225*

SGP New Island NWI_Ship Island -51.709; -61.281*

SRH Berkeley Sound Diamond Cove -51.538059; -57.923512
SRH Berkeley Sound Eagle Hill Centre -51.544476; -57.802756
SRH Berkeley Sound Eagle Hill East -51.544064; -57.785118
SRH Berkeley Sound Eagle Hill West -51.545082; -57.810499
SRH Berkeley Sound Rugged Hill Centre -51.54320; -57.85185
SRH Berkeley Sound Rugged Hill East -51.543674; -57.845031
SRH Berkeley Sound Rugged Hill West -51.54314; -57.85783
SRH Port Stephens Stephen’s Peak -52.133250; -60.861010
SRH Race Point Fanning Head North -51.460831; -59.141540
SRH Race Point Fanning Head South -51.469284; -59.137749
SRH Sea Lion Island SLI_Rockhoppers -52.4464; -59.1139

SRH Steeple Jason NW Flat -51.012810; -61.252682
SRH Steeple Jason S5 Finger -51.031884; -61.231434
SRH Steeple Jason S5 Tip_Blob -51.037932; -61.220460
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SRH Steeple Jason Study Site -51.046215; -61.206635
SKU Steeple Jason Steeple_Skuas -51.026803; -61.220736

BBA = Black-browed albatross, G = Gentoo penguin, IMS = Imperial shag, SRH = Southern rockhopper penguin, SGP = South-
ern giant petrel, SKU = Falkland skua. * Because giant petrels are easily disturbed, colony locations are not recorded in the
field but instead estimated as approximate grid references using Google Maps. **Approximate.




