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Falklands’ waters identified as
globally important for whales

By Caroline Weir
WORLDWIDE recognition of
the significance of Falklands’
coastal waters for whales contin-
ues to increase.

The special importance of our
waters as a summer and autumn
feeding ground for Endangered
sei whales has been understood
for several years, with the iden-
tification of the Falkland Islands
Inshore Key Biodiversity Area
(KBA) in 2021 — the first KBA
for sei whales anywhere globally.

KBAs are selected by an inter-
national partnership using a set of
strict scientific criteria to assess
whether sites host globally im-
portant habitats or species occur-
rences that warrant protection.

Recently, a proposal was draft-
ed by Falklands Conservation
(FC), as part of a project funded
by Darwin Plus, to add the south-
ern right whale as a KBA trigger
species. Last month the proposal
was accepted, and the Falkland Is-
lands Inshore KBA is now recog-
nised as hosting globally-signif-
icant aggregations of two baleen
whale species.

The southern right whale is a
conservation success story, with
most populations now bouncing
back from whaling exploitation
and becoming more conspicuous
across the southern hemisphere.

Targeted research carried out
by FC since 2019 has shown that
right whales aggregate along our
coastline predominantly between
May and September to mate and
socialise, with at least several
hundred individuals present on a
given day during the peak season.

Genetic and tagging work has
shown that they are part of a
south-west Atlantic population
that ranges from Brazil and Ar-
gentina to the Scotia Sea and Ant-
arctica. For most of the year the
whales are spread widely across
this distribution range, with ag-
gregations only forming dur-
ing winter at a few well-defined
coastal calving and mating sites.

Their choice to use the Falk-
lands as one such winter aggrega-
tion site is really special, and we
can expect that the number of ani-
mals wintering around the Islands
will only increase as the popula-
tion recovers to its pre-whaling
abundance.

In addition to the KBAs, three
Important Marine Mammal Ar-
cas (IMMAs) were also recently
identified for cetaceans (whales,
dolphins, and porpoises) in Falk-
lands’ waters. IMMAS are [UCN-
led and are intended to identify
global marine mammal hotspots
that can potentially be delineated
and managed for conservation.
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The North-east Falklands Right
Whale Wintering Area IMMA
was designated for wintering
southern right whale aggrega-
tions, while FC worked along-
side the Elephant Seal Research
Group to identify the Falkland
Islands Inner Shelf Waters IMMA
for a variety of marine mammal
species, and the Sea Lion Islands
Group IMMA for killer whales.

The growing whale populations
around the Falklands are welcome
news, providing increasing oppor-
tunities to see these amazing ani-
mals and the reassurance that our

marine ecosystems are healthy.
However, it also highlights our
responsibility to safeguard both
the animals and the habitats they
rely upon.

Pressures on the marine envi-
ronment are increasing globally,
with vessel collisions, fishing
gear entanglements, habitat loss
and noise (e.g., piling and air-
guns) comprising major modern
threats to whales. Care must be
taken to manage such activities
to ensure that our whales can con-
tinue to thrive alongside human
users of our seas.

BE PART OF A GROWING FAMILY!

Chandlery Supermarket is looking for a Stock Controller

18th Edition S

We are seeking a meticulous and proactive Stock Gontroller to ensure
This is an essental slectrical gualification & all indtallaticas must be designed in line with

stock accuracy and efficiency across our business. You will manage and
maintain stock data on our EPoS system, supporting purchasing,
accounts, and store management in making informed decisions.
Applicants must be residing in the Falkland Islands.

shade regulanians, This courte sovers the TSR Fdimon regulanans, thi s0pe aad
pegusements of wiring regulations and geead working practics on sive. This is 3 classroam
based course centred arcund the IET wirng regulations with an online exam
Who should apply?
Key Responsibilities:
Maintain accurate and up-to-date stock records.
Pracess new stock entries, cost calculations, and price updates.
Generate stock reports and manage supplier discrepancies.
Assist with customs declarations and biosecurity notifications.
Coordinate stock control with warehouse and retail teams.
Support year-end stock takes and process improvements.
Pravide occasional cover for related roles during absences.

Electricians, heating & Electrical Engineers, Air conditioning technicians,
Technical Managers (whe are responsible for signing off work or executing con-

tracts of a technical nature)

Course entry reguirements

Applcents must be aged 18 and ower, have bask: knowldge of skeoirical sciance and provice prool
of GCBE English geass Cil or sbove. 1 you 00 not hawe grade C9d of sbove Ben you will be requined io
abars Faltians Colege, i & BeTnged e, 1 52 a0 Ergish asseasmant. Trg coBl of il courss i
£280, which Inchudes the wirng regulstions bock  To spply pleass contsct Faklsnd Collsga

Clasing date for applicants is 4pem 25th March 2025 Skills Required:

Strong numeracy, accuracy, and computer literacy.

Course details Ability to identify discrepancies and improve stock processes.

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 EXAM Proactive problem-solving and initiative.
010425 6-8pm 01/04/25 6-Bpen 1540 April 2025 . . . " .
02 . Further information on this position can be obtained from Samantha
/04425 6-Bpm 02/04/25 6-Bpm - - ]
nyisfy el 03/04/25 6 Davis (email: samantha@chandlery.co.fk) or contact via telephone
Spm Hpen course cast E2.80 22755, to receive a job description and an application form.

05/04/25 9am-1pm
06/04/25 Sarm-1pm

05,/04/25 9am-1pm
06,/04/ 25 Jam-1pm

Glosing date for this position is Friday, 14th of March 2025. Applications
are to be submitted by 4:00 pm.

To apply
) Email cvillegas@college.ac.fk or
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phone 27133 and ask to speak to Caroline




